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I think that the most dangerous stretch of the 
400 heading north is the section that runs 
through Vaughn. First, drivers are bombarded 

by the temptation to covet all things Bass Pro, 
and, just as your eyes return to the road, you are 
forced to notice the roller coasters at Canada’s 
Wonderland. At some point all eyes in the car 
are averted from traffic and there are small 
sympathetic gasps throughout the car as, one 
after another, people riding roller coasters crest 
the top of the lift hill and plummet into the core  
of the ride. 

The start of school is like that roller coaster. As we are dragged through 
the last week of the holidays, it is possible to imagine the quick clicking 
of the pull chain slowly drawing you higher, storing up the potential 
energy that will soon burst out into movement as you pass the crest of 
the lift hill named Labour Day. Just before you head over the rise, your 
stomach is tingling. Your nerves make your muscles do things that your 
head would rather they did not – some people giggle, some scream, some 
whimper uncontrollably. Even if we have been on the ride before, when 
you are at the crest of the hill, you can’t see what is coming up. You can’t 
see the loops you will be going through, but you know they are coming. 
You know that there will be hills and valleys, but you have no way of 
knowing how many there are, how high they are, or how fast you’ll 
be traveling through them. This is the start of a school year – what a 
blessing that we all go through it together. 

JASON HEEMSKERK 

We also know that we will be held firmly to the track — no  
matter how many loops, hills, valleys, or inverted pretzels  

will be coming our way. We hold our trust in the Lord.

Now that we are a month in, 
we can gauge the speed a little 
better. Students have settled in. 
Classes are becoming routine and 
the excitement of the start has 
settled down. Even those who 
are here for the first time are 
becoming familiar with how the 
school functions, who the teachers 
are, and what it means to be a 
member of the Guido community. 
Teachers, too, are getting to know 
the students in their classes. As 
they work on delivering a strong 
God-centred curriculum, they 
are also aware that their primary 
responsibility is to move alongside 
parents, assisting them as they 
fulfill their baptismal vows. It is 
an amazing responsibility that has 
its own hills and valleys, and it is 
wonderful to know that the same 
God, the same reformed faith, and 
the same grace anchor us firmly to 
the track we are on. 

Looking ahead the shape of the 
track is beginning to become 
more apparent. Sports teams 
have started up, student clubs are 
coming together, and events and 
outings are being planned. The 
SLT, as you can read elsewhere 
in the Gazette, has had a strong 
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start. They have events planned all 
year that will keep things moving 
throughout the year. We are also 
looking forward to another Arts 
Alive in the spring, and some of 
the planning for that event has 
already begun so that it too can 
stay on the rails. 

In October we will also be 
starting on a new track with 
our Research and Development 
(R&D) work. The focus is going 
to be on the importance of 
teacher/parent communication 
and how we can do this better. 
As we work through our sessions, 
we will also be asking the parent 
community for their thoughts 
about what is done well and what 
could be done better. Likely this 
will take the shape of an online 
survey, and we would really 
appreciate your thoughts when it 
comes out. Of course, you don’t 
have to wait till then if you have 

thoughts you would like to share. 
Just give us a call at the school or 
send an email in to the office. We 
would love to hear from you. 

There are still so many unknowns 
about the track that this year is 
on. We know there will be times 
when we will be rolling along 
smoothly and times that we will 
be rattled. We also know that we 
will be held firmly to the track — 
no matter how many loops, hills, 
valleys, or inverted pretzels will 
be coming our way. We hold our 
trust in the Lord. He promises to 
be our helper and our shield, our 
guide and our light even when the 
tunnels we careen through seem 
to have no end. What a blessing 
it is to know that those traveling 
with us have the same confidence. 

Wishing you the Lord’s blessing 
on the school year ahead. 

THE 2019-2020 
SCHOOL YEAR  
OPENING ASSEMBLY
The theme of the opening 
assembly was derived 
from Ecclesiastes: 
Though school too is 
meaningless, finding joy 
in our work here is God’s 
gift to us. We are called to 
accept that gift.

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 3



For those of you who may not know me, my 
day job is in the landscape profession. I do 
have to work because my Guido “paycheque” 

doesn’t cover all the family bills! (Now I am sure 
my inbox will soon be filling up with prospective 
chairmans when my term is done. ☺) I have been 
blessed in many different ways in the past 30 
years in this business. 

Regularly, I have the opportunity to connect with clients on the design, 
planning, execution, and success of the gardens surrounding their 
properties. Over the years, one question I have been asked often by 
clients when touring a property is: “Why is this particular perennial 
or grouping of perennials not doing well? When it was first planted, it 
thrived and flowered and looked beautiful, and now several years later it 
does nothing. Should we throw them away and design something new?” 

Well, depending on the perennial, my response is usually consistent. 
When first planted, the perennial grew well due to fresh soil, an 
open garden environment, great drainage etc. The plant had a great 
environment in which to flourish! As time goes on, the ground has 
compacted, the roots are not getting fed or watered sufficiently, and the 
perennial responds with dull flower displays and with very few flowers. 
My advice going forward is to subject the plant to some “shock.” Cut 
the roots, divide the plant, extract it from the ground, add fresh soil, and 
replant a smaller version back in the same spot. Then, water it, grab a 
Guido Gazette, sit back on the patio, read, and watch it grow! The plant 
will respond and provide a fresh display of flower buds and colour. In 
essence, jolt the plant and the ground it lived in and provide new healthy 
conditions for revitalisation. 

Now, before you toss this Gazette to the side to go and grab your 
spade and jump into your garden, please restrain yourself. Resist the 
gardening urge and stay tuned to see what this has to do with Guido! 
What am I trying to do by explaining this process and share my 5-cents 
of landscaping advice? Our gardens are a great reflection of our lives 
at home and, by extension, our lives at church, school, and in the 
community. It is so common to find ourselves planted and rooted in 

DAVE KAMPEN

boardr e p o r t  f r o m  t h e

non-fertile ground that is a dry, 
hard, compacted environment 
with routine processes. As with 
a garden, it is sometimes good 
to step back and look at our 
environments and processes and 
see if they need some “shocking” 
or “shaking up.” The “flowers” 
may be there, but they may 
not always be as glorious and 
flourishing as God designed them 
to be. As your Guido Board, 
we also have to review and ask 
how can we, through the grace 
of God, provide fertile and fresh 
professional governance in order 
for maximum flourishing in the 
school community? How do we 
adjust and accommodate the 
government regulations? How do 
we build on the community spirit 
and connectivity? How do we 
encourage each other to joyfully 
execute our responsibilities? How 
do we walk alongside the staff 
and administration to gently 
and lovingly share the vision 
of Christian education in our 
classrooms for maximum beauty? 

This is a vision for our school: 
“Christian education is 
knowledge of God’s world, 
carefully arranged, pressed on 
hearts, so that students experience 
the shepherding care of Jesus and 
come to live in intimate awe of 
God.” This is what a flourishing 
Guido environment should look 
like! We have so many blessings 
in our families and communities 
that we may be thankful for, but 
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sometimes our “environments” 
need a little “gardening shock” 
in order to review and reflect on 
how/what we are doing and to  
see if we can do things better. This 
is what your Guido Board has 
been busy with and will continue 
to be busy with in this new school 
year again. 

We completed our evaluation 
last spring and now we have 
the challenge of taking what 
we’ve learned to work toward 
continuous visioning for our 
school community. Where will 
Guido be in the next number 
of years? How will we all work 
together under God’s guidance, 
care, and direction? What areas of 
education can we uproot, refresh, 
and revitalize to encourage 
growth? As Board, we ask for 
your prayers as we endeavour 
to work towards a flourishing 
educational environment at 
Guido for the students, staff, and 
supporting community that will, 
ultimately, bring glory to our God.

Within the Guido Board, we are 
thankful for several new members 
from the congregations. We pray 
that they may learn, appreciate 
the processes, and provide input 
and vision into areas where we 
can improve and build upon. 
We are also very thankful to 
welcome three new teachers this 
year! Paul Bartels has taken over 
the construction tech courses, 
Emily Wielstra is teaching in the 
science department, and Kezia 

Winkel has joined our great team 
of educational assistants. We also 
welcome back Paul Leistra after 
his year away from Guido. He 
has resumed his position of math 
instructor and will step back into 
a vice principal role in the second 
semester. It is our prayer that 
our new (and existing) staff may 
grow in their teaching craft and in 
their nurturing of the students as 
they share the vision of Christian 
education in their classrooms. 
Lastly, the Board is excited to 
finally have a female counselor 
available to work alongside 
Keith Verburg in providing the 
much appreciated and needed 
counseling services at Guido. 

That is my update for the school 
year kick-off. I encourage all of 
you to attend the fall Membership 
Meeting on November 7th at  
8pm to hear more about what 
is going on at Guido this year. I 
wish you God’s blessing as you 
cultivate the “gardens” in your 
yards, homes, churches, schools, 
and communities!

“I wish you God’s blessing as 
you cultivate the ‘gardens’ in your 
yards, homes, churches, schools 

and communities!”

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 5
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  T R A N S C E N D I N G  T H E  
B O U N D A R I E S  O F  C U LT U R E

M. VANPOPTA

6  >>> GUIDO GAZETTE



Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe (a German writer 
and statesman) wrote 

in January of 1827, “I am 
more and more convinced, 
that poetry is the universal 
possession of mankind, 
revealing itself everywhere 
and at all times in hundreds 
and hundreds of men… I 
therefore like to look about 
me in foreign nations, and 
advise everyone to do the 
same. National literature 
is now a rather unmeaning 
term; the epoch of world 
literature is at hand, and 
everyone must strive to 
hasten its approach.”  
Goethe coined the phrase  
weltliteratur which passed 
into common use a few years 
after his death in 1835. 

 

Since 2015, Guido has offered 
ETS4U (Studies in Literature) 
every other year as a second 
senior English elective course to 
complement EWC4U (The Writer’s 
Craft). The course, divided up into 
four units, exposes students to 
literature from around the world. 
The first unit is an introductory 
one where students grapple with 
what exactly is meant by the 
phrase ‘world literature,’ determine 
helpful approaches to studying 
world literature, and interact with 
different types of literary criticism. 
In the second unit, which is the 
bulk of the course, students read, 
discuss, and analyze excerpts from 
thirteen works from a range of 
eras, places, cultures, languages, 
and traditions. Works include The 
1001 Nights (Arabic), Candide 
(French), Monkey (Chinese), Popol 
Vuh (Quiché-Mayan), The Tale of 
Genji (Japanese), and My Name 
is Red (Turkish). In the third unit, 
students explore a sampling of 
Russian short stories from literary 
giants like Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky, 
Chekhov, and Pushkin. In the 
final unit, students take one of 
the works they really enjoyed 
from unit two, read all of it, and 
complete a summary activity.

In many ways, world literature 
asks unique things of its readers. 
Since world literature transcends 
the boundaries of the culture 
that produced it, it provides a 
privileged mode of access into 
some of the deepest qualities of its 
culture or origin. World literature, 
therefore, requires a reader to go 
back and forth from the familiar 

to the unfamiliar. Readers need to 
attend to the literary assumptions 
made in different cultures, come 
to terms with the distinctive 
worldview of older works, and 
read translations in critical 
awareness of a translator’s biases.

David Damrosch, in his book 
What is World Literature?, 
provides a valuable three-part 
definition to the term ‘world 
literature.’ He writes that it is “an 
elliptical refraction of national 
literatures, writing that gains in 
translation, and it’s not a set canon 
of texts but a mode of reading...a 
form of detached engagement 
with worlds beyond our place and 
time.” This definition is a helpful 
starting point for students as they 
encounter novels and poems from 
places and times they may know 
little about. 

This course fulfills many of the 
English department’s aims as it 
introduces students to timeless 
stories, living characters, and 
diverse cultural origins and 
contexts. It inspires them to make 
connections between texts, regions 
of the world, and between the 
works and their own lives. And 
most importantly it facilitates 
empathy as students inhabit the 
mental lives of characters who 
are in some ways so very different 
from them but in other ways so 
readily and easily recognizable.

“I am more and more convinced, that poetry is the universal 
possession of mankind, revealing itself everywhere and at all 

times in hundreds and hundreds of men…” JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 7



CONTEST WINNERS
Every year the school awards students who 
have excelled in the area of Visual Arts. 

We joined the Art Club in 
October, 2018, and we didn’t 
really know what to expect 

from it at first. After a week or so 
of being in the club, Ms. VanEerden 
mentioned the downstairs walls 
could use some colour and 
suggested that painting a mural 
would liven up the area. 

THE  EYE 
O F  T H E  B E H O L D E R

Raelene earned  the Junior  
Art Award for her contribution  

to the Arts last year.

Alexis earned the Senior  
Art Award for her contribution  

to the Arts last year.

FI
NE

 A
RT

S

SADIE AND LEANNA
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For the most part, we were allowed to do 
whatever we wanted so we came up with a 
draft for our mural.

We started our mural not long after that, 
and we realized we didn’t have a whole lot 
of painting experience, but we just thought 
we would figure it out as we went. Weeks 
went by, and not a lot of progress was made 
between us painting over the same thing, 
again and again, trying to get it right, and 
just simply getting distracted. However, we 
didn’t really feel a lot of pressure to speed 
up our progress.

Then the second semester of grade 10 came 
around, and we both had art class. The 

theme of the year was “eyes.” Once we 
got to our painting unit, Ms. VanEerden 
proposed the idea of us finishing our mural 
as our final project. So instead of a small 
canvas, we had a wall to paint.

This pressured us to speed up our progress, 
since over the course of the first semester 
we had spent over 24 hours doing almost 
nothing. We now had an assignment with 
criteria that we had to follow, and we 
needed to incorporate that criteria into our 
mural. So we completely changed our idea. 
We made a new sketch and painted over 
most of it. This meant that we had about 
three weeks to complete something we 
couldn’t even do in a full semester!

We spent every single art class and 
many days after school working 
on the mural, and yet we still had 
a lot of work to be done. The 
Wednesday before our due date 
we spent about five hours after 
school painting until we were 
exhausted. On the last day of 
school, we spent our last lunch 
hour cramming in the final details.

We probably would have never 
finished this mural if it wasn’t for 
art class. In class, we learned many 
skills that we applied to our mural, 
things such as colour theory, 
developing a creative process, 
painting techniques, and more. 
During this whole experience, Ms. 
VanEerden was very supportive 
and did her best to help us out 
while also letting us figure it out 
ourselves. Even though the whole 
process was very frustrating and 
tiring, and there were even times 
we wanted to quit, it was very 
satisfying to finally get a result we 
are proud of.

Sadie and Liana with their 
finished mural.

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 9



RONN VANANDEL

A New York physician, Delaney Ruston, directed and 
filmed Screenagers after observing her own children 
caught up in many “messy struggles with digital 
distraction.” This documentary has been shown in 
countless schools and other public institutions around 
North America, including a number in the Greater 
Hamilton and Toronto area.

One further feature that families could make good 
use of is “Tech Talk Tuesdays.” In fact, I highly 
recommend that families struggling with this topic 
subscribe by signing up for TTT--it’s free! Once a 
week by email, you will receive tips, conversation 
starters, and ideas about social media, video 
game use, tech tips, latest research and more. For 
example, one conversation around the end of 
August dealt with the how and why of “Back 
to School: Time to Set an Electronic Curfew.” 
Begin by heading to the main Screenagers web 
page and then follow the links. Hoping this 
helps to spur conversations about the use 
of social media and electronic addictions of 
both teens and parents!

We’d like to introduce you to a 
web support feature that we 
think families should be aware 

of. Screenagers is a web page and 
a documentary that examines the 
impact of screen time on the lives of 
both children (teens) and parents. 

SCREENAGERS
A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O 
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On September 10, the grade 9 students and the SLT 
travelled on the bus to Famee Furlane, a recreation 
centre in Binbrook. Everyone participated in a game 
similar to The Amazing Race and later played games, 
such as The Wheel, Huckle-Buckle, Water Relay, and 
The Human Conveyor Belt. Everyone had a fun time 
getting to know each other and their peer mentorship 
leaders. 

Another exciting event was the SLT retreat. The SLT 
members and teachers drove up to Brantford CEF 
(Child Evangelism Fellowship) for two days to get 
to know each other better and to organize upcoming 
events. One of the events that we planned was 
Fall Fest, which will take place after Thanksgiving 
weekend. Fall Fest is a week full of games, pumpkin 
carving, and tasty treats at the Fall Café. Another 
event that we planned for is Promote Your Neighbour 
week. PYN is a week where we focus on learning to 
be upbuilding, respectful, and encouraging toward 
each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.

In conclusion, we as the Student Leadership Team are 
excited to work with the students at Guido and are 
looking forward to a fabulous year!

SLT
TALIA AND ALEXIS

We’ve jumped back into the new school 
year and the Student Leadership Team 
is back at it again! The SLT is eager to 

work with its mandate to “promote a God-
centred atmosphere outside the classroom.”

r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e

The 2019/20 Student 
Leadership Team at the 

September opening assembly. 

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 11



OPEN HOUSE 
The SLT proving their usefulness 
showing new students around 
during the summer Open House.
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DAILY HAPPENINGS
There is never a 
dull moment in and 
around the school. 
Whether in class or on 
break, there is always 
something to do.

CO-OP PRESENTATIONS
A celebration of learning  
put on by last year’s  
Co-op students. 

GRADE 12 BREAKFAST
Though they have left the school 
behind, last year’s grade 12 class 
is not forgotten. 

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 13



Leanne posing proud 
with her trusty javelin.

Here is Owen, stretching  
over the bar in high jump.

TRACK AND FIELD 
Guido was represented at 
the OFSAA Track and Field 
Championships by two of 
our students this year. 

SR BOYS SOCCER 
The Boys Soccer 
team had a successful 
season! They finished 
their regular season 
as city champions. 

Leanne and Owen with Mr. 
VanPopta at the OFSAA finals. 

SP
OR

TS
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Keeping our supporting community connected 
to our school is a huge part of what the Guido 
Regional Promotion Committee endeavours to 

do. Is it working? We’ve asked for a redesign of the 
Guido Gazette in an effort to take a fresh approach 
to communicating with you, our supporters. At 
the same time, we’re committed to retaining the 
Gazette’s quality of content and ultimate purpose 
of informing and engaging our terrific supporting 
community as to what’s happening in the halls of 
your school. 

CONNECTIONS
Do you feel connected and informed about what is 
going on at Guido, what the future looks like for 
the school, and how you can be a support? Let us 
know! Send your thoughts, comments, ideas, and 
offers to help to promotion@guidodebres.com. We 
would love to hear from you, especially if you are 
an alumnus. You have firsthand knowledge about 
Guido life. If you haven’t stepped through the doors 
of the school in quite a while, stop on by anytime 
or come to a community event listed in the letter we 
sent you in your ‘snail mail’ box. Didn’t receive our 
letter? Sign up at www.guidodebres.org under the 
“Alumni” tab. It’s super easy and quick. Then check 
out the “Job Portal” where you can post or find a job 
ad. We had over 30 job ads there last spring. If you 
became employed through the Guido de Brès Alumni 
Job Portal, drop us a line and let us know. We would 
love to share your story about successful connections 
between Guido grads. And don’t forget to follow us 
on Instagram and Facebook, #guidothrive.

p r  c o m m i t t e e

CONGRATULATIONS  
MR. TIM WILDEBOER

Mr. Wildeboer was given an award 
for excellence in Leadership in 
School Sport from the Ontario 

Federation of School Athletic 
Associations (OFSAA).

Mr. Wildeboer accepting his 
award at the OFSAA gala. 

ERICA HOLTVLUWER
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At the start of the 2019/20 school year, it is 
possible to see the blessings there are in 
having a Christian high school. The halls are 

bustling with activities. The staff and students are 
all settling into routine. As you walk the halls, you 
can hear the classes hard at work, and the passion 
of the teachers is evident as they teach the 
students religious studies, math, and everything  
in between.

We are also at the start of the 
new financial year, and we can 
see that last year we were blessed 
with $4,018,497 of donation 
and tuition revenue. Of this total, 
66.5 % of the revenue came from 
tuition and 33.5% came from 
donations. We thank everyone 
who donated this past year! 
As we dig a little further into 
the financial situation, we see 
that our total expenses came to 
$4,071,966. This, in turn, gives 
us great concern, as we ended the 
year with a shortfall of $53,469. 
The shortfall is due to a shortfall 
in the donations category. Our 
goal is to have a 65/35 ratio of 
tuition/donation. The shortfall 
in donations is the equivalent of 
approximately 100 donors at the 
current membership rate.

Please consider becoming a donor 
to Guido de Brès Christian High 
School to help keep the tuition 
rates lower. Over the last couple 
years, the number of struggling 

families has significantly 
increased. Prayerfully consider 
if you can become a regular 
donor. You can do this by 
pre-authorized payment or by 
cheque. General membership is 
$184/month and only $92/month 
for seniors and students, but any 
amount is greatly appreciated. 
Please call your local rep or email 
me at treasurer@guidodebres.com 
with any questions or to obtain 
PAP forms.

Finally, I would like to thank 
Andrew Chong for all the hard 
work he has done on the Finance 
Committee as Board Liaison 
over the last number of years. 
We would like to welcome Mike 
Krikke into this role. Further, 
a thank you to Mona Venema, 
Ruth Linde, and Marsha Bosch 
for all the work they have done 
over the years as local treasurers. 
We welcome Mark VanDooren, 
Ingrid Jansema, and Ingrid Knol 
as the new local treasurers.

GARRET VANIPEREN


